
DAILJ l,'Ew1 L- /.1- F 7

Fighting for the rich
In his cloquent attack on the Cockburns

(father Claud and son ,\lcxander') ior iink-
ing ,{l Capone's gangsrerism and U.S. capi-
talism. (Dar11,News. June l8). Joseph So-
bran reckons that the currcnl "morai
decline" is duc. in part. to Alerandcr Cock-
burn's prc'sc'ncc among us. Ho* does So-
bran ludge \larine Malor Gen. Smedlcy
Butlc-r. who also madc thc Cockburns'
polnt ln the 1930s?

L:le tn a distrngurshcd carcrr (rvrth twc
congressronal mcdais of honor). Elutier rea-
lized that he had led hundreos ttf 1,oung
Amcncans to their dcaths rn tbrcrgn iands.
not to delend U.S. secuilt). but to cnable
U.S. caprtalrsts to do busrness unhrnderecj
any'where in ihe world. He then spoke out
passronately against thrs squandering cf
Amenca's louth for the beneiit of Amen.
ca's rich.

In 1931. Butler addressed an Amencan
Legion convenron: "l spenr 33 ;.,ears , . .

(as) .., a racketeer lor caprtaltsm. ... I
mrght have given Al Caponc a iew hints.
The best hc could do r,''as lo operate a rack-
et ln three citres. The Nlannes opc'rated on
three contincnts."

It seems that the Cockburns are not in
such bad company after all, Thc sad thing
rs that we. as a nation. havc not )et taken
Butle r's mcssage to heart.

- Bill Becrer
Woodland Hills


