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F{ow administration fuels repression in l-{aifi
It was a close call. It appeared that poor

Haitians hungr-v tbr democracy would ac-
tually vote, in splte of a week of anti-elec-
tion violence and murder carried out by
rhe Duvalierist Tonton Macoutes. Finall-v.
atll'r rhe violence reached heights of stag-
gernB barbarity ar the polls (with heip
tiorn the Haitian army), the U.S.-support-
ed government (itself riddled with letiover
Duvalierists) canceled the election.

It was all foreseen, but Reagan adminis-
tration offrcials earlier deflected criticism
that the administration was not doing
enough to protect the election process
with the lame (and patently false) asser-
tion that it would be naive to think that
the United States can influence the elec-
tton process.

The map shows a more likely reason for
this benign neglect. Situated less than 60
miles from Cuba. an independent and
dirt-poor Haitran electorate cannot be
countcd upon to .rdopt a vehement anti-
Cuban atiltu{je l.iemanded by Washing-
ton of its inencis), especraily in lrght of the
growing movement to include Cuba in La-
tln Amenca's cconomic planning.

Better simpiy to allow the Hartran gov-
ernment to act in its own best interest.
which means U.S. support for an indeter-
minate time (so as to prepare for elections,
as the government now says). The cutoff
in mrlitary aid. announced by Washington
as punrshment, will be adequately olTser
bv "anti-narcotics trathcking aid," which
will conrlnue to flow and will continue to
repress the Haitian people.

By tolerating the barbansm of the Hai-
lian government and its surrogates. lhe
Iitagan adminrstration reveais itseif to be
cruel be..'ond belief. When will we say
e nough'l
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