
lVar and responsibility
I continuc to bc cnthrallcd with Frcd

Rcecl's unconrl'ron gootl scnsc rcgalding
tlre corrrplcr irrtcrplay bctween thc nrili-
t{tr'!. ilr}(l civili:rn rnirrd. lrr his .f an. l5 col-
trrrm ui:oul "-ilrc pcoplc." Recd prcscnls
llic lrrosi irrrlxrllarrr lr"uth of all - that
elclt til us is pe r'sorialll, r'csponsiblc lbr thc
r tolcrric dorre i,r' r.rrrr' lctrli'r's.-l 

his ulrlltlitt,ablc r ir.'u is not ncw. Thc
cr rst('nI ral isl plr i losor.r,rcr Jcan-l)auI San r'c
a(ru|atr'l) obscl.r''.'rl tha1 "a cOnrnrunily
evcut which suddurll' hursts forth arrd in-
volvcs tnc in r{ dot-s nclt courc ll'orn llrc
oulsidc." \\'lrrrhcr lhc r'orrrnrunitl, is na-
tional or f,iotral. our ciccted lcadcrs act
properly on thc 1>rinciplc that what we do
IrOl Ol)l)osc. \\c iri)pll)\ c.

Reed's thcsls rcgaldiug our collectivc
"bloodthirsty'ncss" cxplains wh-v thosr:
u'ho advor:ale r,iolcncc as an r'al'lv "soht-
tt()n" lo rt'riltt tnlct'ttali11rtll probicrtts arr'
rrcr'cr callcd ul)on to accoultl ltrr lheir nris-
takes. u,hrlt- tlrosc who atlvocatc paticnc(:.
lolcrancc and ncgotiation haver lo luslilr
thcnrsclrcs forcvcr. T'hc alchitccts of thc
Vrclutir.ll War alc still rcspcclcd nrcnrbers
ol soci$t\, and Janc Fonda is still hatcd b1
nrillions.

Wc cannot avoid rcsporrsibility for thc
conscqucnccs of oul goiernnrcntts actions
in thc worlcl. lf rvar rcsults fronr our stutl-
icrl ignolancr-. or fi'onr our caplivation b)
.lirrgoistic sloganeerirrg,. \\'c clr'ln()t al!ur-'
u'ith Sarlre's conclusi()n: "\\'c harc tlrr
u ar \\'e dcscn'e,"
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