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In all the welcornc variell of ccinrnrcn-

lar] on Eanlt Da1,, 1u,o colunrrrists ill par-
licular contribule lrttle to an undcfsland-
ing of'lhe issues.

Willianr Safirc (Daily Ncu,s. ,{plil l7)is
patronizing in advisrng us not to takc 1hc-
e'nvironnrclrtalists too scliousl),. evr'll
though "thc1' saw a lcgitintatc hc.altlr con-



cern beibre nrost o{'us dicl."
In advocaling "econontic incenlives" to

clean the air and walcr', he is disingenuous
as u,ell. The envilonrrenlal movenrent has
proposed exacll)' thal over the 1,ears. in
the forru of stiff fines for violation of pol-
lution laws. and tax credits fol responsible
corporate environnrental policy.

Debra J. Saundels should have lca-
ve ncd hcr venor.nous altack on "nicc peo-
plc" u'ith a littlc ccononric savr,1. Solar
pou'o' could bcconre econonricalll, r'iable
prccisc'l; because of tax crcdits. as u'ell as
a conrnrilnrenl b1,governnrent to be a
rnarket for environntcnlalll sound pro-
cesses. The econonr;' of scale needed for
the development of the silicon chip, and
the consequent explosion in nricroelec-
tronics. is largely due 1o thc nrarket pt'o-
r,idcd b1, the Defc'nsc Depannrent.

Cclnserrratives' del'ensiveness on the en-
vilonnre-n1 is undelstandable, since they
have nevcr taken it seriousli,. Let us hope
thr'1 don't 1D, lo lakc cledit fol bringing
thc issue lo our attentiorl rn the {'i rst
placi:.

- BillBecker
West HillsYiWtn
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in gcJvocat..rng "econ{)m1c incenttve.-q" to c.l-eran the.srr and
h'at:er', he rg dr-sir.nqenuous as well I . The envlronment-aL novernent.
has proprrliecl ex€ct-ly t.frat <:ver t.he years, "1 n the t-orm ot -ecrf f
frn*:s fc:r v:o-l-at-ion of ec, llutron lar-'s, and Lax credrts {ar
r.'e.sp<:nsrtrle c.:rpc,r€te envrrorrnenLal pol rcy. J Sar rre rnust knowEth€t |*he fr'€e-enterprrsers he hes laucied lhe.ge m€ny vears have
Lreen t-her m-:it<:r <:bsitacl,e Lo every r..ort.hr+hrle envrronmentai pr{:qr.rm
€vel' El:'{-}F,c,s.ed.

Frnal1y. does he reaiIy believe thaL "Lhrnk globaliv, €ct
Ic,ca"I iy" <:rigrnaLecl with Presrctent Bush, and not. :^n the
e+nvtr<-rnmenLal- mov€:rnent tLgelf ? C'mon, gl-11I

-,
flebra 5ar-rrrders should have .l-eavenec! her vencrmcru.s aLt.aci< {fn

"nlce pec,pl-e" srrLfr a i:.Lt. 1e economrc savvy fi-np.tf f9f1 Solar
rrore,er coui-.1 Ltecc,me eccln<]m.r,c.3LIy vrable p,a*c?seiy becJuse of tax
<-:r*dits..ts well ss t.hrc,r-lclli a contnlt*trnent by q(]vernment t-{] be a
tRark+:L *or envr.ronmentally scund product.s and pr<:cesses. (lfne
f eder.e] '?t:vernment the naLr<ln's .single iarge-st consumer. i.Barry
C*nrmoner. L. A. Trmer.s op-,*cl , 4/2.O) il The econclrny of scale
necess€rV for the devel.ooment of the gillcon chrp, and the
cc.nseqLlent^ explo.*ron r.n mlcro*eIect.r€nics, I s Iergely due t<: 1"he
markeL prcrv.ided L,y Lhe Def ense Departrnenl,

Ccrnserv.et.ives/ clefensrveness crn the envtrclnment rg
un<lersLanc-lab.1 e, -stnce |.hey have never faicen tt sertousiy. Let'g
hrc}pe thef rlon'l Lr'y t(f Lake creclr.t" fc'r t,ringrrrq Lhe ]"g,sue to aur
Ettenti:(]n l'rr the i'rrst piace.

F r l" i" Bee)<er
$r. ncere] y,


