
ftrj*fJgrt' MZ_ PuBLrc EQIUU 47bq _

Like Chinq tike Curhzu Itos time fm open doors



President Clinton is paying a heavy price
for succurnbing to the same pathology that
infected all presidents since Fidel {--astro
refused to play Washinglon's gam*" lilorv,
in response to Castru's brilliant reacti*n t<:

his foolish reinvigoration of the polilics r:f
hatred and hypocrisl', Ciinton has oirl;, i-,;'rr
intelligent option open io hirn: 11rant refu-
gee status to ali Cuhans now in eletention
at Guantanarno and accept Cuba's cflbr to
negotiate "all the outstaneling issucs" be-
tween the two countries as a concliiion q:f'

ending the suicidal refugee exocius.
l€t's stop pretend:ing. :rr well' ihal (--as-

tro's undemocratic ways .li.r !h{i .:trjnrbling
block to normal relations h*twren ihe two
countries" The moral ceimpr<-xnise vrilh
Cuba would be unnoticeaiit.' ;,..:'rirpal;il
with the venality of Clintorr's :':,:cent efforls
to "make China an easier piuc..: 'lr .{mci'i-
cans to do business." The ap"-r,..'l*,i11-s jrrst
reached with the obdurately urrdenrerratic
Chinese governmenl resulted ii; luriiness
deals worth "'tens oi'millions oi riollars""'
"We are not ideoiogical or philosoirhicel
about this. We are relentlessl-v pragiilat'c."
said Commerce Secretary I{.cir fJn:wn.
C'U.S.. China decide on fremervr.rrk fc'r
trade talks," Ilaitr;v'News, Aug. 30 )

What is the more pragrna{ic alter'}-!ah;*:
ending punitive sanctions against Cuba, so
that ordinary economic forces, to say noth-
ing of the average U.S. tourist, can work
toward a hurnane transition from dictator-
ship to democracy there; or continuing pol-
icies that guarantee more dead Cubans,
and even less respect for President Clin-
ton?

- Bill Becker
Woodland llills


