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Commentary on Prop. 187
As a card+arrying liberal with inrpcrca-

ble credentials, let me defend supp{rr1.rs of
Proposition 187 against the charge of rac-
ism. If pro-187 Cahfornians were racist. ui
would have long been fantiliar with thc
sight of organized groups picke.ting the
fields of the Central Valle_v. or ,,rn thc si;lc.
walks of Los Angeles's Garmcnt District.
alerting us to the dangers to our cultural and
genetic purity posed 6y [sr',.paid ]lcrican
t'arm workers and Guatentalan si-Jtn-
SlTCSSCS.

Over rhe decades during which the illcgll
population grew to its curre nt lcvcl. the
average prol87 voter most likely comL.incd
a generosity of spirit toward them rvith arr
instinctive sense that providing thcir chil-
dren with an education. oi- a nrodicunt of
medical care, was worth the benc-fits of hav-
ing a pool of cheap labor arailabic. Th...
averagc rllegal alien rvill clean up lour 1ard,
or help you with your plumbing project. fc,r
far less than an out-of-work acrospacc cngi-
neer (or your neighbor's son or daughter)
would charge.

Only when California's economic im-
provement remained glacialli' slow. and
Californians began to sense that hopes for a
better life might have to be scak-d dorvn, did
that most common of all human rrcak-
nesses surface: the need tbr a scapegoat.
And, when one was found. tlre enrotional
frenzy invariably produced bi scapcgoating
resulted in the creation and passage of barl
law. Only the naive believe that the illegal
immigrant from Nferico, Central Amcrica
or China will now pack up and go home.

My advice to my liberal fnends: Racism
is not the issue here. Thoughtlessness is.

- Bill Becker
Woodland Hills


