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) ss: 

Dis t r i c t  o f  Columbia ) 

I, EDGAR CHAMORRO, being  f i r s t  d u l y  sworn, depose and 

s a y  t h e  fo l lowing :  

1. I am a c i t i z e n  of Nicaragua.  I was b o r n  i n  Granada, 

Nicaragua on J u l y  2 3 ,  1931. I p r e s e n t l y  r e s i d e  i n  t h e  Uni ted  

S t a t e s  of America w i t $  my w i f e  and two c h i l d r e n ,  a t  6 4 0  A l l e n d a l e  

Road, Key Biscayne ,  F l o r i d a .  I have a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  Government o f  

t h e  United S t a t e s  f o r  permanent r e s i d e n t  s t a t u s  s o  t h a t  I can 

l i v e  permanent ly  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  i am c u r r e n t l y  a w a i t i n g  

f i n a l  a c t i o n  on my a p p l i c a t i o n .  I have been a d v i s e d  by my 

a t t o r n e y s  t h a t  I should  n o t  t r a v e l  o u t s i d e  t h e  United S t a t e s  

u n t i l  my a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  permanent r e s i d e n t  s t a t u s  i s  f o r m a l l y  

approved; t r a v e l  o u t s i d e  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime ,  

accord ing  t o  my a t t o r n e y s ,  c o u l d  p r e j u d i c e  my a p p l i c a t i o n  and 

r e s u l t  i n  my being permanent ly  excluded from t h e  United S t a t e s .  

S i n c e  I am unab le  t o  appea r  i n  pe r son  b e f o r e  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

Court  of  J u s t i c e ,  I s u b m i t t i n g  my tes t imony t o  t h e  Court  i n  

w r i t t e n  form. 

2 .  I w i l l  begin  by d e s c r i b i n g  my background. I was r a i s e d  

i n  Nicaragua. A t  t h e  a g e  o f  1 9 ,  I jo ined  t h e  J e s u i t  o r d e r  o f  t h e  

Roman C a t h o l i c  Church, and s u b s e q u e n t l y  became a  Roman C a t h o l i c  

p r i e s t .  I s t u d i e d  a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  J e s u i t - a f f i l i a t e d  

i n s t i t u t i o n s :  C a t h o l i c  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  Qui to ,  Ecuador; S t .  Lou i s  

U n i v e r s i t y  i n  S t .  Louis ,  Mis sou r i ;  and Marquet te  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  



I 
: Milwaukee, Wisconsin .  I l a t e r  served as f u l l  p r o f e s s o r  and Dean 

, of  t h e  School o f  Humani t ies  a t  the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C e n t r a l  America, 

a  J e s u i t - a f f i l i a t e d  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  Managua, Nicaragua. I l e f t  

t h e  p r i e s t h o o d  i n  1969 ,  b u t  con t inued  my c a r e e r  i n  educa t ion .  I n  

1972, I r e c e i v e d  a  M a s t e r ' s  Degree i n  Education from Harvard 

Un ive r s i t y ,  Cambridge, Massachuse t t s .  

3 .  I r e t u r n e d  t o  l i v e  i n  Managua, and went i n t o  p r i v a t e  

bus ines s .  I worked f o r  an  a d v e r t i s i n g  agency c a l l e d  C r e a t i v e  

P u b l i c i t y .  I deve loped  an e x p e r t i s e  i n  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  p u b l i c  

r e l a t i o n s  and mass c6mmunications.  I n  1977, I was appointed by 

t h e  Nicaraguan Government t o  b e  a  member of t h e  Mission of 

Nicaragua t o  t h e  Uni ted  N a t i o n s  i n  New York. I se rved  i n  t h a t  

c a p a c i t y  f o r  one  y e a r ,  a f t e r  which I r e tu rned  t o  Nicaragua. I n  

J u n e  1979, I took  up r e s i d e n c e  wi th  my family  i n  Miami, F l o r i d a .  

A t  t h a t  t ime ,  t h e r e  was a  f u l l - f l e d g e d  i n s u r r e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  

Government, and t h e  Guardia  Nacional  ( "Nat iona l  Guard") ,  t h e  

Nicaraguan armed f o r c e s  l o y a l  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  General  Anastasia 

Somoza, were bombing r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhoods and shoo t ing  

innocent  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s .  I d i d  not  wish t o  remain i n  

Nicaragua under  such  c o n d i t i o n s .  

4. On J u l y  19 ,  1979,  t h e  i n s u r r e c t i o n  succeeded i n  

over throwing t h e  Somoza Government and a  new Government of  

Na t iona l  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  i ts  p l a c e .  The new 

government was l e d  by t h e  F r e n t e  S a n d i n i s t a  d e  Liberation 

Nacional  ( S a n d i n i s t a  N a t i o n a l  L i b e r a t i o n  Front )  o r  "FSLN," which 

f avo red  broad s o c i a l  and economic change i n  Micaragua. I 

t r a v e l e d  back t o  Nicaragua i n  September 1979 t o  l e a r n  about  t h e  

new government f i r s t - h a n d ,  and t o  d e c i d e  whether t o  move back t o  



Nicaragua w i t h  my f ami ly .  Al though I ,  t o o ,  f avo red  s o c i a l  and 

/ economic changes  i n  Nicaragua,  I f e l t  t h e n  -- and s t i l l  f e e l  -- 
t h a t  t h e  p o l i c i e s  and programs o f  t h e  FSLN were and a r e  t o o  

r a d i c a l ,  and t h a t  I cou ld  n o t  l e n d  my s u p p o r t  t o  a government 

dominated by t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  I dec ided  t o  remain i n  Miami. 

5. Toward t h e  end of 1979 I began t o  work w i t h  a  g roup  of 

Nicaraguan e x i l e s  l i v i n g  i n  Biami who, l i k e  me, opposed t h e  

p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  new government. I n  1980 we c o n s t i t u t e d  o u r s e l v e s  

a s  t h e  Union ~ e m o c r a t i c a  Nicaraguense  (Nicaraguan Democratic 

Union),  o r  'U.D.N." Our p r i n c i p a l  a c t i v i t y  was t o  w r i t e  l e t t e r s  

t o  members o f  t h e  United S t a t e s  Congress u rg ing  them t o  v o t e  

a g a i n s t  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  t h e  Nicaraguan Government. We 

a l s o  he ld  p o l i t i c a l  mee t ings  and r a l l i e s  w i t h  o t h e r  like-minded 

Nicaraguan e x i l e s  i n  Miami, and we s e t  u? r e g i o n a l  committees i n  

o t h e r  c i t i e s  o f  t h e  United S t a t e s  where s u b s t a n t i a l  numbers of  

Nicraguans  were  r e s i d i n g .  The l e a d e r  o f  our  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  w i t h  

whom I worked c l o s e l y ,  was J o s e  F r a n c i s c o  Cardenal .  Cardenal  had 

s e r v e d  b r i e f l y  a s  Vice P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  Counci l  o f  S t a t e ,  t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  new Nicaraguan Government, b u t  had r e s igned  

h i s  p o s t  and l e f t  Nicaragua because  of h i s  d i s ag reemen t s  w i th  t h e  

new government ' s  p o l i c i e s .  

6. I n  1981,  t h e  U.D.N. underwent a  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  During 

t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  Ca rdena l  was c o n t a c t e d  by 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  C e n t r a l  I n t e l l i g e n c e  Agency, 

and he began t o  have f r e q u e n t  mee t ings  w i t h  them i n  Washington 

and i n  Miami. He a l s o  began t o  r e c e i v e  monetary payments 

from t h e s e  peop le .  Be was t o l d  t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  Government 



I was p r e p a r e a  t o  n a l p  us  remove t h e  P.s.L.N. rrom power i n  

Nicaragua,  b u t  t h a t ,  as a c o n d i t i o n  f o r  r ece iv ing  t h i s  he lp ,  we 

had t o  j o i n  f o r c e s  w i th  t h e  ex-Nat iona l  Guardsmen who had f l e d  t o  

Bonduras when t h e  Somoza Government f e l l  and had been conduct ing 

s p o r a d i c  r a i d s  on Nicaraguan b o r d e r  p o s i t i o n s  e v e r  s i n c e .  

Cardenal  was t a k e n  t o  Bonduras by h i s  C.I .A.  c o n t a c t s  on s e v e r a l  

occas ions  t o  meet w i t h  t h e s e  Guardsmen. The U.D.N., i n c l u d i n g  

Cardenal ,  i n i t i a l l y  opposed any l i n k a g e  wi th  t h e  Guardsmen. The 

C. I .A . ,  and h igh- ranking  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  Government o f f i c i a l s ,  

i n s i s t e d  t h a t  we merge w i t h  t h e  Guardsmen. L t .  Genera l  Vernon _- 
\ 

Walte rs ,  t h e n  a  s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  U.S. S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  
, 

'>%d f o r m e r l y  Deputy D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  C.I.A.) met w i t h  Cardena l  t o  

encourage him t o  a c c e p t  t h e  C.I .Ats proposal .  We were wel l  aware 

o f  t h e  c r i m e s  t h e  Guardsmen had committed a g a i n s t  t h e  Nicaraguan 

peop le  w h i l e  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  of  P r e s i d e n t  Somoza, and we wanted 

no th ing  t o  d o  w i t h  them. However, we recognized t h a t  w i t h o u t  

h e l p  from t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  Government we had no chance  of 

removing t h e  S a n d i n i s t a s  f r o m  power, s o  we e v e n t u a l l y  acceded t o  

t h e  C . I . A . ' s ,  and Genera l  W a l t e r s ' ,  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  we j o i n  f o r c e s  

w i t h  t h e  Guardsmen. Some U.D.N. members res igned because  t h e y  

would n o t  a s s o c i a t e  t hemse lves  w i t h  t h e  Nat iona l  Guard under any 

c i r cums tances ,  b u t  Ca rdena l  and I and o t h e r s  b e l i e v e d  t h e  

c . 1 . A . l ~  a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t  w e ,  t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  would c o n t r o l  t h e  

Guardsmen i n  t h e  new o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  was t o  b e  c r e a t e d .  

7. A t  t h a t  t ime ,  t h e  ex-Nat iona l  Guardsmen were d i v i d e d  

i n t o  s e v e r a l  small bands o p e r a t i n g  a long  t h e  Nicaragua-Honduras 

border .  The l a r g e s t  of t h e  bands ,  headed by Enrique Eernudez,  a  

former  C o l o n e l ,  was c a l l e d  t h e  1 5 t h  of September Legion.  The 



bands were p o o r l y  armed and equ ipped ,  and tho rough ly  

d i so rgan ized .  They were n o t  a n  e f f e c t i v e  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  and 

represen ted  no  more t h a n  a minor i r r i t a n t  t o  t h e  Nicaraguan 

Government. P r i o r  t o  t h e  U.D.N. ' s  merger w i t h  t h e s e  peop le ,  

General  W a l t e r s  h imse l f  a r r a n g e d  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e  bands t o  b e  

i nco rpo ra t ed  w i t h i n  t h e  1 5 t h  o f  September Legion,  and f o r  t h e  

m i l i t a r y  gove rnuen t  o f  A r g e n t i n a  t o  send  s e v e r a l  army o f f i c e r s  t o  
+- 

s e r v e  a s  a d v i s e r s  and t r a i n e r s .  The merger o f  t h e  U.D.N. w i t h  

t h e  1 5 t h  o f  ~ e ~ t e m b e ;  Legion was accdmplished i n  August 1981 a t  a 

meeting i n  Guatemala C i t y ,  Guatemala,  where fo rma l  documents were 

s igned.  The meet ing was a r r a n g e d  and t h e  documents were p r e p a r e d  

by t h e  C.I.A. The new o r g a n i z a t i o n  was c a l l e d  t h e  Fuerza  

Democratica Nicaraguense  ( 'Nicaraguan Democrat ic  Force") o r ,  by 

i t s  Spanish acronym, F.D.N. I t  was t o  b e  headed by a p o l i t i c a l  

j u n t a ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  Ca rdena l ,  A r i s t i d e s  Sanchez ( a  p o l i t i c i a n  

l o y a l  t o  Gene ra l  Somoza and c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Bekmudez) and 

Mariano Mendoza, f o r m e r l y  a l a b o r  l e a d e r  i n  E icaragua ;  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  j u n t a  soon e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s e l f  i n  Teguc iga lpa ,  Ronduras,  

t ak ing  up r e s i d e n c e  i n  a house  r e n t e d  f o r  it by t h e  C . I . A .  

.---- Bermudez was a s s i g n e d  t o  head t h e  m i l i t a r y  g e n e r a l  s t a f f ,  and i t ,  
\ 

t o o ,  was based  i n  Eonduras.  The name of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  

1 members of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  j u n t a ,  and t h e  members o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  
i 
\ s t a f f  were a l l  chosen o r  approved by t h e  C.I .A.  
/ 

8. Soon a f t e r  t h e  merger ,  t h e  F.D.N. began t o  r e c e i v e  a 

s u b s t a n t i a l  and s t e a d y  f l o w  of f i n a n c i a l ,  m i l i t a r y  and o t h e r  

a s s i s t a n c e  f rom t h e  C . I .A .  Former N a t i o n a l  Guardsmen who ha6  

sought e x i l e  i n  E l  S a l v a d o r ,  Guatemala and t h e  United S t a t e s  



a f t e r  t h e  f a l l  of t h e  Somoza Government were r e c r u i t e d  t o  e n l a r g e  

' t h e  m i l i t a r y  component of t h e  o ' rganizat ion.  They were o f f e r e d  

r e g u l a r  s a l a r i e s ,  t h e  f u n d s  f o r  which were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  C.I.A. 
__C-- - - --- 

T r a i n i n g  was p r o v i d e d  by A r g e n t i n i a n  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s ,  two of 

whom -- Col. Oswaldo R i v e r o  and Col. San t i ago  V i l l e j a s  -- I g o t  

t o  know q u i t e  w e l l ;  t h e  A r g e n t i n i a n s  were a l s o  p a i d  by t h e  C. I .A .  - 
A s p e c i a l  u n i t  was c r e a t e d  f o r  s abo tage ,  e s p e c i a l l y  demol i t i ons ;  

-2 

it was t r a i n e d  d i r e c t l y  b y  C . I . A .  pe r sonne l  a t  Lepa te r ique ,  n e a r  

Tegucigalpa.  Arms, ammunition, equipment and food were s u p p l i e d  

by t h e  C.I.A. O u r  f i r s t  combat u n i t s  were s e n t  i n t o  Kicaraguan 

t e r r i t o r y  i n  December 1981,  p r i n c i p a l l y  t o  conduct ,h i t -and-run 

r a i d s .  The f i r s t  m i l i t a r y  s u c c e s s e s  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  came i n  

March 1982, when C.1.A.-trained s a b o t e u r s  blew up two v i t a l  

b r i d g e s  i n  n o r t h e r n  Nicaragua  -- a t  Rio Negro and Ocota l .  

9. 1982 was a y e a r  o f  t r a n s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  P.D.N. From a 

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  small, d i s o r g a n i z e d  and i n e f f e c t u a l  bands of ex- 

N a t i o n a l  Guardsmen, t h e  F.D.N. grew i n t o  a  wel l -organized,  well- 

armed, wel l -equipped and w e l l - t r a i n e d  f i g h t i n g  f o r c e  of 

approximate ly  4,000 men c a p a b l e  o f  i n f l i c t i n g  g r e a t  harm on 
/' 

Nicaragua.  T h i s  was due  e n t i r e l y  t o  t h e  C . L A , ,  which o rgan ized ,  

armed, equ ipped ,  t r a i n e d  and s u p p l i e d  u s .  A f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  
. - 

? 

r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  ex-Guardsmen from throughout  t h e  r eg ion  ( t o  s e r v e  

a s  o f f i c e r s  o r  commanders o f  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s ) ,  e f f o r t s  were made 

t o  r e c r u i t  " f o o t  s o l d i e r s "  f o r  t h e  f o r c e  from i n s i d e  Nicaragua.  

!.Some Nicaraguans  jo ined  t h e  f o r c e  v o l u n t a r i l y ,  e i t h e r  because  Of 

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Nicaraguan Government, f a m i l y  t i e s  w i t h  

l e a d e r s  of  t h e  f o r c e ,  p romises  of food,  c l o t h i n g ,  b o o t s  and 

weapons, o r  a c o m b i n a t i o n . o f  t h e s e  reasons .  Many o t h e r  menbers 
1 



, o f  t h e  f o r c e  were r e c r u i t e d  f o r c i b l y .  F.D.N. u n i t s  would a r r i v e  f 
a t  an undefended v i l l a g e ,  a s semble  a l l  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e  town 

s q u a r e  and t h e n  proceed  t o  k i l l  -- i n  f u l l  view o f  t h e  o t h e r s  -- 
a l l  pe r sons  s u s p e c t e d  of working f o r  t h e  Nicaraguan Government o r  

t h e  F.S.L.N., i n c l u d i n g  p o l i c e ,  l o c a l  m i l i t i a  members, p a r t y  

members, h e a l t h  workers ,  t e a c h e r s ,  and f a rmer s  from government- 

sponsored c o o p e r a t i v e s .  I n  t h i s  a tmosphere ,  i t  was n o t  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  pe r suade  t h o s e  ab le -bodied  men l e f t  a l i v e  t o  r e t u r n  w i t h  t h e  

F.D.N. u n i t s  t o  t h e i r  b a s e  camps i n  Honduras and e n l i s t  i n  t h e  

f o r c e .  T h i s  was, u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a widespread p r a c t i c e  t h a t  

accounted f o r  many r e c r u i t s .  The P.D.N. r ece ived  a l l  o f  i t s  L 
weapons from t h e  C.I.A. I n  1982,  t h e  C.I.A. provided  PAL r i f l e s  

t o  a l l  F.D.N. combatants .  These  were a c q u i r e d  used from t h e  

Honduran army, which found t h e s e  r i f l e s  expendable a f t e r  t h e  

United S t a t e s  Government r eequ ipped  t h e  Honduran army w i t h  

American-made M-16 r i f l e s ,  t h u s  e n a b l i n g  t h e  C.I.A. t o  pu rchase  

t h e  FALs f o r  t h e  F.D.N. ( L a t e r ,  i n  1983, t h e  C.I.A. a c q u i r e d  AK- 

47 a s s a u l t  r i f l e s  f o r  t h e  F.D.N.) 

T ra in ing  c o n t i n u e d  under  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  Argen t in i an  m i l i t a r y  

o f f i c e r s ,  a l t h o u g h  g r a d u a l l y  t h e  A r g e n t i n i a n s  were r ep l aced  and 

C.I.A. p e r s o n n e l  performed a l l  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  themse lves .  By 

t h e  end of 1982, we were  ready t o  l aunch  our  f i r s t  major m i l i t a r y  

o f f e n s i v e  d e s i g n e d  t o  t a k e  and ho ld  Nicaraguan t e r r i t o r y ,  which 

t h e  C.I.A. w a q u r g i n g  u s  t o  do.  Our p r i n c i p a l  o b j e c t i v e  was t h e  

/' - i 
town of Jalaps, i n  n o r t h e r n  Nicaragua.  More t h a n  1 ,000 of o u r  

-A 

f i g h t e r s  were  i n v o l v e d ,  and we used l i g h t  a r t i l l e r y  ( m o r t a r s ,  

s u p p l i e d  by t h e  C.I.A.) i n  combat f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime.  Although 



we i n f l i c t e d  c a s u a l t i e s  on t h e  S a n d i n i s t a s  and caused s u b s t a n t i a l  

d e s t r u c t i o n  i n  J a l a p a  and o t h e r  ne ighbor ing  towns, our  o f f e n s i v e  

was r epu l sed  and we were  f o r c e d  t o  r e t r e a t  t o  Honduras and 

regroup w i t h o u t  having accomplished o u r  o b j e c t i v e .  

10. My s p e c i f i c  j o b  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  yea r  a f t e r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  

of t h e  F.D.N. was t o  s e r v e  as s t a f f  pe r son  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

j u n t a .  I was based  i n  M i a m i ,  where I d i d  p o l i t i c a l  propaganda 

work, w r o t e  l e t t e r s ,  o r g a n i z e d  r a l l i e s ,  s e t  up committees i n  

v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  thr?  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  and g e n e r a l l y  worked a t  

b u i l d i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  o u r  c a u s e  w i t h i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  During 

t h i s  p e r i o d  Cardena l  grew i n c r e a s i n g l y  unhappy ove r  h i s  l a c k  of 

i n f l u e n c e  w i t h i n  t h e  F.D.N. He had f r e q u e n t  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  t h e  

C.I .A.  p e r s o n n e l  who were s u p e r v i s i n g  and d i r e c t i n g  t h e  F.D.N.'s 

p o l i t i c a l  and m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  and found t h a t  he had no 

c o n t r o l  o v e r  Bermudez o r  t h e  o t h e r  members of  t h e  F.D.N. g e n e r a l  

s t a f f ,  who answered o n l y  t o  t h e  C. I .A .  Eventua l ly  he q u i t  t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  r e t u r n e d  t o  M i a m i  and e n t e r e d  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  

bus ines s .  

11. I n  November 1 9 8 2  I was approached by a  C . I . A .  a g e n t  

u s ing  t h e  name "S teve  D a v i s n  m d  asked t o  become a  member o f  

t h e  ' p o l i t i c a l  d i r e c t o r a t e "  o f  t h e  F.D.N., which t h e  C.I .A.  had 

dec ided  t o  c r e a t e  a s  a s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  " p o l i t i c a l  j un t a . "  ( I  

a m  a b l e  t o  r e f e r  t o  "Davis"  by name because I know t h a t  it i s  a  

pseudonym; Un i t ed  S t a t e s  l aw  makes it a  c r i m i n a l  o f f e n s e  t o  r e v e a l  

t h e  r e a l  name o f  any unde rcove r  C . I . A .  o p e r a t i v e ) .  I had l u n c h  

w i t h  "Davis" a t  a  r e s t a u r a n t  nea r  my home i n  F l o r i d a .  "Davism 

t o l d  me he was speak ing  i n  t h e  name o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  

United S t a t e s ,  who wanted " t o  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e  S a n d i n i s t a s . "  

0 



.Davisg e x p l a i n e d  t o  me t h a t  t h e  F.D.N. had a bad image i n  t h e  

United S t a t e s ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  among members o f  t h e  Congress ,  

because it was p e r c e i v e d  a s  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  ex-Nat ional  

Guardsmen. He t o l d  m e  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  main ta in  t h e  s u p p o r t  of 

t h e  Congress f o r  t h e  C . I . A 1 s  a c t i v i t i e s  it was n e c e s s a r y  t o  

r e p l a c e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  j u n t a  w i t h  a g roup  o f  prominent Nicaraguan 

c i v i l i a n s  who had no t i e s  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Guard o r  t h e  Somoza 

Government. "Davis"  l e f t  w i t h o u t  a s k i n g  me t o  make a c o m i t n ~ e n t .  

Ee t o l d  m e  I would b e  c o n t a c t e d  a g a i n  i n  t h e  near  f u t u r e .  

12. L a t e r  t h a t  month, "Davisn te lephoned  me and asked me t o  

have d i n n e r  w i t h  him i n  h i s  h o t e l  s u i t e  a t  t h e  Holiday Inn  i n  

Miami. When I a r r i v e d ,  "Davism i n t r o d u c e d  me t o  a n o t h e r  C.I .A.  

man, who used t h e  name "Tony Feldman." "Feldmanm was i n t r o d u c e d  

as "Davis" s u p e r i o r  f rom Washington,  and he ac t ed  a s  though  

"Davism worked f o r  him. "Feldman' t o l d  me t h a t  t h e  C.I.A. had 

dec ided  on a seven-member p o l i t i c a l  d i r e c t o r a t e  f o r  t h e  F.D.N., 

because  any l a r g e r  g roup  would be unmanageable. He s a i d  t h a t  I 

had been s e l e c t e d  as one o f  t h e  s even ,  and he asked me t o  a c c e p t .  

Be t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  Government was p repa red  t o  g i v e  

i t s  f u l l  b a c k i n g  t o  t h e  F.D.N. s o  t h a t ,  by t h e  end o f  1983,  w e  

would b e  marching i n t o  Managua t o  t a k e  over  t h e  Nicaraguan 
1 

Government. I was g l a d  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  Government 

was committed enough t o  o u r  c a u s e  t o  b e  t a k i n g  such  an  a c t i v e  

r o l e ,  and I a g r e e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  d i r e c t o r a t e  t h e y  were 

c r e a t i n g .  Over t h e  n e x t  s e v e r a l  d a y s  "Feldman" took c o n t r o l  o f  

t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and moved t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  t o  t h e  Four Pmbassadors  

Hote l ,  a l s o  i n  Miami, where we met c o n s t a n t l y .  "Feldman" and  h i s  



I 
, a s s i s t a n t s  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  me p o s s i b l e  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  t h e  

d i r e c t o r a t e ,  b u t  it was obv ious  t h a t  t h e y  had a l r e a d y  dec ided  who 

they  wanted. The most i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g ,  "Feldman" emphasized, was 

t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t o r a t e  b e  formed immediately.  B e  t o l d  me t h a t  t h e  

C.I.A. was w o r r i e d  t h a t  t h e  Congress  might e n a c t  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  

p r o h i b i t  t h e  u s e  o f  Uni ted S t a t e s  funds  f o r  t h e  purpose  o f  

over throwing t h e  Nicaraguan Governuent,  and t h a t  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  

a p o l i t i c a l  d i r e c t o r a t e  composed o f  prominent ,  r e s p e c t a b l e  

c i v i l i a n s  might p e i s u a d e  t h e  Congress  no t  t o  e n a c t  such  

l e g i s l a t i o n .  

1 4 .  The p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  was h e l d  t h e  n e x t  day, D e c e ~ b e r  8, 

1982, a t  t h e  H i l t o n  Conference  Cen te r  i n  F o r t  Lauderdale ,  

F l o r i d a .  W e  f i l e d  i n  and i n t r o d u c e d  o u r s e l v e s  a s  t h e  d i r e c t o r a t e  

of  t h e  Nicaraguan Democrat ic  F o r c e  (F.D.N.), and then  I read our  

s t a t e m e n t  o f  p r i n c i p l e s  and g o a l s .  A C . I . A .  o f f i c e r  named 

"George' had r e w r i t t e n  o u r  o r i g i n a l  v e r s i o n  of t h e  s t a t e m e n t ,  and 

I had t o  r ead  h i s  words. I n  January 1983, a t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

C. I .A.  a g e n t  "Thomas C a s t i l l o , "  we p u t  o u t  a 12-poin t  "peace  

i n i t i a t i v e "  d r a f t e d  by t h e  C . I . A . ,  which e s s e n t i a l l y  dewanded t h e  

s u r r e n d e r  o f  t h e  S a n d i n i s t a  government. I though t  t h i s  was 

premature ,  b u t  " C a s t i l l o n  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  i t  be done t o  g e t  t h e  

F.D.N. f a v o r a b l e  p u b l i c i t y .  A l s o  a t  t h i s  t ime ,  a n o t h e r  

Nicaraguan c i v i l i a n  -- Adolfo  C a l e r o  -- who had j u s t  l e f t  

A Nicaragua,  was added t o  t h e  d i r e c t o r a t e .  C a l e r o  had been working 

2@" f o r  t h e  C . I . A .  i n  Nicaragua f o r  a long  time. He se rved  a s ,  among 

o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  a condu i t  o f  f u n d s  from t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  Embassy 

t o  v a r i o u s  s t u d e n t  and l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  "Feldman" had t o l d  

me t h a t  t h e  C.I.A. was b r i n g i n g  him o u t  o f  Nicaragua,  where he 



had run t h e  l o c a l  Coca-Cola d i s t r i b u t o r s h i p ,  t o  s e r v e  on t h e  

F.D.N.'s po l i t ica l  d i r e c t o r a t e .  D e s p i t e  t h e s e  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  

e f f o r t s ,  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  Congress  enac t ed  a  p r o h i b i t i o n  on 

C . I .A .  e f f o r t s  t o  over throw t h e  Nicaraguan Government, a l t h o u g h  

it a p p r o p r i a t e d  m i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s  t o  t h e  C.I .A.  f o r  c l a n d e s t i n e  

m i l i t a r y  and p a r a m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Nicaraguan 

Governn~ent. Be fo re  t h i s  p r o h i b i t i o n - w a s  enac ted ,  t h e  C. I .A .  

a g e n t s  we worked w i t h  spoke  openly  and c o n f i d e n t l y  about  

r ep l ac ing  t h e  government i n  Managua. T h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  C.I .A.  

i n s t r u c t e d  u s  t h a t ,  i f  a sked ,  we should  s a y  t h a t  our  o b j e c t i v e  

was t o  i n t e r d i c t  arms supposed ly  be ing  smuggled from Nicaragua t o  

E l  Sa lvador .  If any o f  us  e v e r  s a i d  any th ing  p u b l i c l y  a b o u t  

over throwing t h e  Nicaraguan Government, we would be  v i s i t e d  

immediately by a C.I .A. o f f i c i a l  who would s a y ,  " T h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  

language we w a n t  you t o  use." But our g o a l ,  and t h a t  o f  t h e  

C . I . A .  as wel l  ( a s  we were r e p e a t e d l y  a s s u r e d  i n  p r i v a t e ) ,  was t o  

overthrow t h e  Government o f  Nicaragua,  and t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  

-.- 

A S a n d i n i s t a s  a s  a gove rnn~en t .  I t  was never  our  o b j e c t i v e  t o  s t o p  

I t h e  supposed f low o f  arms,  o f  which we never  saw any e v i d e n c e  i n  

t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  The p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t s  by United S t a t e s  

Government o f f i c i a l s  abou t  t h e  arms f low,  we were t o l d  by t h e  

'. C , I . A .  a g e n t s  w i t h  whom we worked, were neces sa ry  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  

s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Congress  and shou ld  n o t  b e  t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y  by US.  

15. From J a n u a r y  1983 th rough  J u n e  1 9 8 4 ,  I worked f o r  t h e  
- 

F.D.N. f u l l  time and remained a  member o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

d i r e c t o r a t e  u n t i l  November 1964.  The C.I.A. pa id  me a s a l a r y  o f  

$2,000 a  month t o  s u p p o r t  myself  and my f ami ly ,  p l u s  expenses .  



S i m i l a r  a r r angemen t s  were made w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  F.D.N. " d i r e c t o r s " .  

I was p u t  i n  c h a r g e  of p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  F.D.N. W e  wanted 

t o  set up h i g h l y  v i s i b l e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  a shopping c e n t e r  o r  

o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g ,  b u t  t h e  C.I.A. d i d  n o t  l i k e  t h e  idea .  They s a i d  

it would become a  t a r g e t  f o r  demons t r a t i ons  o r  v io lence .  They 

i n s i s t e d  t h a t  we take an e l e g a n t  su i t e  a t  t h e  David Will iams 

Hotel  i n  C o r a l  Gables ,  F l o r i d a  which t h e  C.I.A. paid  f o r .  

16. A t  t h e  end o f  J a n u a r y  1983, I was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  

r e l o c a t e  t o  Teguc iga lpa ,  Honduras t o  e s t a b l i s h  and manage t h e  

F.D.N.'s communications o f f i c e .  The C . I . A .  s t a t i o n  i n  

Teguc iga lpa ,  which a t  t h a t  t i m e  inc luded  abou t  20 a g e n t s  working 

d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  F.D.N., gave  me money, i n  cash ,  t o  h i r e  s e v e r a l  

w r i t e r s ,  r e p o r t e r s ,  and t e c h n i c i a n s  t o  p r e p a r e  a  monthly b u l l e t i n  

c a l l e d  "Comandos," t o  run a  c l a n d e s t i n e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n ,  and t o  

w r i t e  p r e s s  r e l e a s e s .  I was a l s o  g i v e n  money by ' t h e  C.I.A. t o  

r e n t  a  house,  o f f i c e  s p a c e  and automobi leg and t o  o b t a i n  o f f i c e  

s u p p l i e s  and communications equipment. I a l s o  rece ived  money 

from - t h e  C.I.A. t o  b r i b e  Honduran j o u r n a l i s t s  and b r o a d c a s t e r s  t o  

w r i t e  and speak f a v o r a b l y  a b o u t  t h e  F.D.N. and t o  a t t a c k  t h e  

Governnent o f  Nicaragua and c a l l  f o r  i t s  overthrow. 

Approximately  15 Hcnduran j o u r n a l i s t s  and b r o a d c a s t e r s  were on 

t h e  C.I.A.'s p a y r o l l ,  and o u r  i n f l u e n c e  was t h e r e b y  extended t o  

e v e r y  major Honduran newspaper and r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n .  

(I l e a r n e d  from my C.I.A. c o l l e a g u e s  t h a t  t h e  same t a c t i c  was 

employed i n  Cos ta  R i c a  i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  t u r n  t h e  newspapers and 

r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  o f  t h a t  c o u n t r y  a g a i n s t  t h e  

Kicaraguan Government).  I worked v e r y  c l o s e l y  i n  a l l  of  t h e s e  

m a t t e r s  w i t h  s e v e r a l  C.1.A. a g e n t s  based i n  Teguc iga lpa ,  b u t  most 



c l o s e l y  w i t h  o n e  of t h e  depu ty  s t a t i o n  c h i e f s ,  named "George,. 

, who had d r a f t e d  t h e  P.D.N.'s f i r s t  p r e s s  s t a t e m e n t  i n  Miami and 

was t h e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Teguc iga lpa  t o  c o n t i n u e  working w i t h  u s .  

Together  w i t h  "George,' and s u b j e c t  t o  h i s  app rova l ,  I planned 

a l l  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  my communications o f f i c e  and p repa red  a  

budget .  The budge t  was reviewed by t h e  C. I .A .  s t a t i o n  i n  

Teguc iga lpa  and ,  i f  approved,  s e n t  t o  Washington t o  o b t a i n  t h e  

n e c e s s a r y  f u n d s ,  which were a l w a y s , p r o v i d e d  t o  me i n  cash .  

17. I was n o t  t h e  o n l y  member of t h e  d i r e c t o r a t e  t o  p r e p a r e  

a  budget  i n  t h i s  f a s h i o n .  I n d a l e c i o  Rodriguez,  who was p u t  i n  

c h a r g e  o f  " c i v i l i a n  a f f a i r s , .  which meant a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  

Nicaraguan r e f u g e e s  i n  Honduras o r  f a m i l y  members o f  o u r  

combatants ,  worked w i t h  h i s  C.I.A. " a d v i s e r "  i n  t h e  same manner 

i n  which I worked w i t h  "George." Adolfo  Cale ro  and Enr ique  

Bermudez worked on t h e  m i l i t a r y  and l o g i s t i c s  budget .  T h i s  

budget  was n o t  a s  l a r g e  a s  one  might suppose.  The F.D.N. neve r  

r e c e i v e d  money t o  pu rchase  a r m ,  ammunition o r  m i l i t a r y  
.-- , 

equipment. These  were a c q u i r e d  f o r  u s  and d e l i v e r e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  - 

us  by t h e  C . I .A .  One o f  t h e  s e n i o r  a g e n t s  a t  t h e  C . I . A .  's 
---- ~- ~~ 

Teguciga lpa  s t a t i o n ,  known t o  u s  as " t h e  Colone l , "  was an  e x p e r t  

i n  t h e s e  m a t t e r s ,  and he ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  h i s  a s s i s t a n t s ,  

de te rmined  what we needed and o b t a i n e d  it f o r  us ,  i n c l u d i n g :  

arms, ammunition, unifornis,  b o o t s ,  r a d i o  equipment, etc. A s  long  

as I was i n  Bonduras ( u n t i l  J u n e  1984) ,  t h e  F.D.N. n e v e r  a c q u i r e d  

i t s  own arms, ammunition o r  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  equipment. We were 

j u s t  t h e  end r e c e i v e r s .  The main items i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  and 

l o g i s t i c s  budge t  t h a t  C a l e r o  and Eermudez worked on were t h i n g s  

t h a t  cou ld  be a c q u i r e d  l o c a l l y ,  such  a s  food f o r  o u r  men, f o r  



which money had t o  be  o b t a i n e d  f rom t h e  C.I.A. C a l e r o  and 
' 

Bermudez were o u r  main l i n k s  w i t h  t h e  C.I.A. They met c o n s t a n t l y  

wi th  t h e  C.I .A.  s t a t i o n  c h i e f  (whose name I cannot  r e v e a l  h e r e  

because I am u n c e r t a i n  whether  it is h i s  r e a l  name o r  a 

pseudonym) and h i s  p r i n c i p a l  d e p u t i e s .  

18. Most o f  t h e  C.I.A. o p e r a t i v e s  who worked w i t h  u s  i n '  

Bonduras were m i l i t a r y  t r a i n e r s  and a d v i s e r s .  Our t r o o l ~ s  were 

t r a i n e d  i n  g u e r r i l l a  w a r f a r e ,  s a b o t a g e ,  d e m o l i t i o n s ,  and i n  t h e  

use o f  a  v a r i e t y  o f  weapons, i n c l u d i n g  a s s a u l t  r i f l e s ,  machine 

guns, mor t a r s ,  g r enade  l a u n c h e r s  and e x p l o s i v e s ,  s u c h  a s  Claymore 

n ines .  We were a l s o  t r a i n e d  i n  f i e l d  communications, and t h e  

C.I.A. t a u g h t  u s  how t o  use  c e r t a i n  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  codes  t h a t  t h e  

I<icilraguan Government f o r c e s  ~ o u l a  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  d e c i p h e r .  T h i s  

was c r i t i c a l  t o  o u r  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  because it enab led  

v a r i o u s  u n i t s ,  o r  t a s k  f o r c e s ,  t o  coxr!n!unicate w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  

and t o  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  w i t h o u t  being d e t e c t e d  by t h e  

S a n d i n i s t a s .  Wi thout  t h i s  communicat ions  c a p a c i t y ,  o u r  f o r c e s  

i n s i d e  Nicaragua  would n o t  have  been a b l e  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e i r  

a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  one a n o t h e r  and t h e y  would have been u n a b l e  t o  

l aunch  e f f e c t i v e  s t r i k e s  a t  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  t a r g e t s .  Even more 

c r i t i c a l  t o  o u r  m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  was t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  t h e  

C . I . A .  p rov ided  t o  us. The C.I .A. ,  working wi th  Uni ted S t a t e s  

m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l ,  o p e r a t e d  v a r i o u s  e l e c t r o n i c  i n t e r c e p t i o n  

s t a t i o n s  i n  Honduras f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  i n t e r c e p t i n g  r a d i o  and 

t e l e p h o n i c  communications among ICicarao,um Covernrwnt m i l i t a r y  

u n i t s .  By means o f  t h e s e  i n t e r c e p t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and by 

break ing  t h e  Nicaraguan Government, codes ,  t h e  C . I . A .  was a b l e  t o  



determine -- and  t o  a d v i s e  us  of -- t h e  p r e c i s e  l o c a t i o n s  of a l l  

Nicaraguan Government m i l i t a r y  p n i t s .  The in fo rma t ion  o b t a i n e d  

by t h e  C.I .A.  i n  t h i s  manner was o r d i n a r i l y  c o r r o b o r a t e d  by 

o v e r f l i  ts o f  Nicaraguan t e r r i t o r y  by Uni ted S t a t e s  s a t e l l i t e s  / 
and s o p h i s t i c a t e d  s u r v e i l l a n c e  a i r c r a f t .  With t h i s  i n fo rma t ion ,  

our  own f o r c e s  knew t h e  a r e a s  i n  which t h e y  cou ld  s a f e l y  o p e r a t e  

f r e e  o f  government t r o o p s .  If o u r  u n i t s  were i n s t r u c t e d  t o  d o  

b a t t l e  w i t h  t h e  government t r o o p s ; t h e y  knew where t o  s e t  up 

arrbushes, b e c a u s e  t h e  C.I.A. informed them o f  t h e  p r e c i s e  r o u t e s  

t h e  government t roopk would t a k e .  T h i s  t y p e  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  was 

inva luab le  t o  us .  Without  i t ,  o u r  f o r c e s  would n o t  have been 

a b l e  t o  o p e r a t e  wi th  any d e g r e e  o f  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  i n s i d e  

Ricaragua. The United S t a t e s  Government a l s o  made it p o s s i b l e  

f o r  u s  t o  r e s u p p l y  o u r  t r o o p s  i n s i d e  Nicaragua,  t h u s  p e r m i t t i n g  

them t o  remain l o n g e r  i n s i d e  t h e  c o u n t r y .  Under cover  of  
/--- 

m i l i t a r y  maneuvers i n  Honduras d u r i n g  1983, Uni ted S t a t e s  armed 
. . -- . ~ ~ 

.. - - 
\. 

f o r c e s  p e r s o n n e l  c o n s t r u c t e d  a i r s t r i p s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  one a t  
.. . .. - 

Aguacate, t h a t ,  a f t e r  t h e  C.I.A. p r o v i d e d  us  w i t h  a i r p l a n e s ,  were 

i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  r e supp ly ing  o u r  t r o o p s .  

19. The C.1.A-s--alsn d i r e c t l y  i nvo lved  i n  our  m i l i t a r y  - . . - 
t a c t i c s  The agency r e p e a t e d l y  o r d e r e d  u s  t o  move our  t r o o p s  

T'~ 
i n s i d e  Nicaragua  and t o  keep  them t h e r e  as long  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

A f t e r  our  o f f e n s i v e  a t  t h e  end o f  1982 was t u r n e d  back, a l m o s t  

a l l  o f  o u r  t r o o p s  were i n  Honduras and o u r  own o f f i c e r s  b e l i e v e d  

t h a t  t hey  needed more t r a i n i n g  and more t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e y  would b e  

ready t o  r e t a r n  t o  S i ca ragua .  The F.D.N. o f f i c e r s  were o v e r r u l e d  

by t h e  C.I.A., however. The agency t o l d  u s  t h a t  we bad t o  move 

o u r  men back i n t o  Nicaragua and keep  f i g h t i n g .  We had no c h o i c e  



b u t  t o  obey. I n  1983,  

f a r m  o r  c r o p s  because  

c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e .  I n  

t h e  C.I.A. i n s t r u c t e d  u s  n o t  t o  d e s t r o y  

t h a t  would b e  p o l i t i c a l l y  

1984,  however, we were i n s t r u c t e d  u s  t o  
- .  --A- 

d e s t r o y  e x p o r t  c r o p  - ( e s p e c i a l l y  . ~- .-- c o f f e e  and ~ tobacco&--and* 

--farms and c o o p e r a t i v e s .  Accordingly,  we changed our  

t a c t i c s  i n  1984. 

20. I n  J u l y  1983, w e  were v i s i t e d  i n  Teguc iga lpa  by Duane 

C l a r r i d g e ,  t h e  C . I . A .  o f f i c i a l ,  based i n  Bashington,  who was i n  

c h a r g e  of t h e  agency ' s  m i l i t a r y  and p a r a m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  

a g a i n s t  Nicaragua.  A t  t h a t  time we were  i n t roduced  t o  C l a r r i d g e  

a s  "Naroni." ( I  a m  f r e e  t o  s t a t e  h i s  r e a l  name because  h i s  

i d e n t i t y  h a s  a l r e a d y  been p u b l i c l y  d i s c l o s e d  i n  t h e  United 

S t a t e s ) .  Dur ing  a meet ing  w i t h  t h e  p o l i t i c 5 1  d i r e c t o r a t e ,  

C l a r r i d g e  t o l d  us  t h a t  t h e  C. I .A .  had dec ided  t h a t  something m u s t  

b e  done to  c u t  o f f  N ica ragua ' s  o i l  s u p p l i e s ,  because  wi thou t  o i l  

t h e  Nicaraguan m i l i t a r y  would b e  immobilized and i t s  c a p a c i t y  t o  

res is t  our  f o r c e s  would b e  d r a s t i c a l l y  reduced. C l a r r i d g e  spoke  

o f  v a r i o u s  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  He s a i d  t h e  Agency was c o n s i d e r i n g  a 

p l a n  ' t o  s i n k  s h i p s "  b r i n g i n g  o i l  t o  Kicaragua,  b u t  t h a t  one 

problem w i t h  t h i s  p l a n  was t h a t  i f  a  s h i p  belonging t o  t h e  S o v i e t  

Union were sunk it c o u l d  t r i g g e r  a  s e r i o u s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

i n c i d e n t .  C l a r r i d g e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  C.I .A.  was a l s o  c o n s i d e r i n g  a n  

a t t a c k  on N i c a r a g u a ' s  s o l e  o i l  r e f i n e r y ,  l o c a t e d  nea r  Managua. 

According t o  C l a r r i d g e ,  however, t h e  r e f i n e r y  was l o c a t e d  i n  a 

d e n s e l y  p o p u l a t e d  a r e a ,  and t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  r e s u l t i n g  

from such a n  a t t a c k  would b e  p o l i t i c a l l y  coun te rp roduc t ive .  

F i n a l l y ,  C l a r r i d g e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Agency had dec ided  on a  p l a n  t o  



at tack t h e  o i l  p i p e l i n e  a t  P u e r t o  Sandino, on Nicaragua ' s  P a c i f i c  

Coas t ,  where t h e  o i l  t a n k e r s  d e i i v e r i n g  o i l  t o  Kicaragua 

d i s c h a r g e  t h e i r  c a r g o .  

21. I n  September 1983, t h e  C.I.A. blew up  t h e  p i p e l i n e  a t  

P u e r t o  Sandino ,  j u s t  as C l a r r i d g e  had adv i sed  u s  it would. The 

a c t u a l  o p e r t i v e s  were Agency employees of H i s p a n i c  descen t ,  

r e f e r r e d  t o  w i t h i n  t h e  Agency a s  " U n i l a t e r a l l y  C o n t r o l l e d  L i t i n o  

E s s e t s m  o r  'ucLAs. These  UCLAs, s p e c i a l l y  t r a i n e d  underwater 

d e m o l i t i o n s  expe r t s , ,  were  despa tched  from a C. I .A .  "mother sh ip"  

t h a t  took them t o  w i t h i n  s t r i k i n g  d i s t a n c e  of t h e i r  t a r g e t .  

Although t h e  F.D.N. had  no th ing  whatsoever t o  d o  w i t h  t h i s  

o p e r a t i o n ,  w e  were  i n s t r u c t e d  by t h e  C . I .A .  t o  p u b l i c l y  c l a i m  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  o r d e r  t o  cover  t h e  C . I . A 1 s  involvement.  We 

d i d .  I n  October ,  C . I . A .  UCLAs a t t a c k e d  Nica ragua ' s  o i l  s t o r a g e  

t a n k s  a t  C o r i n t o ,  a l s o  on t h e  P a c i f i c  Coast .  T h i s  was a  combined 

s e a  and a i r  a t t a c k  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  u s e  of r o c k e t s .  It was a 

complete  success; a l l  o f  t h e  t a n k s  were d e s t r o y e d  and enormous 

q u a n t i t i e s  o f  o i l  were consuned by f i r e .  Again,  t h e  C.I.A. 

i n s t r u c t e d  u s  t o  p u b l i c l y  c l a i m  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  and we d i d .  

L a t e r  i n  October ,  t h e r e  was ano the r  UCLA a t t a c k  on P u e r t o  

Sandino,  which  a g a i n  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  d e m o l i t i o n  of t h e  o i l  

p i p e l i n e .  W e  a g a i n  c l a i m e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  p e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from 

t h e  C.I .A. S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  UCLAs a t t a c k e d  Nicaraguan 

Government m i l i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  P o t o s i  and r a d i o  a n t e n n a s  a t  

Las C a s i t a s .  We a g a i n  were t o l d  t o  c l a i m  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and we 

d i d .  

2 2 .  We had a second  v i s i t  f~on.8 C l a r r i r l ~ e  in Cctober  1483. 

C l a r r i d g e  t o l d  u s  t h a t  t h e  Agency had d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  F.D.N. 



. needed a s i n g l e  spokesman i n  o r d e r  t o  more e f f e c t i v e l y  pe r suade  

t h e  Congress  t o  c o n t i n u e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  C . I . A 8 s  a c t i v i t i e s  

a g a i n s t  Nicaragua ,  and t h a t  C a l e r o  should  be  t h e  one. Be asked 

u s  t o  make C a l e r o  t h e  head o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  d i r e c t o r a t e  and we 

d i d  s o  w i t h o u t  o b j e c t i o n .  C l a r r i d g e  a l s o  t o l d  us  t h a t  t h e  Agency 

b a n t e d  u s  t o  l aunch  a n o t h e r  major o f f e n s i v e  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  of  

s e i z i n g  and ho ld ing  Nicaraquan  t e r r i t o r y ,  no m a t t e r  how s m a l l .  - -  ..- 

He s a i d  t h a t  a s  soon a s  o u r  hold  on t h a t  t e r r i t o r y  was s e c u r e d ,  

we shou ld  e s t a b l i s h :  a  p r o v i s i o n a l  government, which t h e  Uni ted  

S t a t e s  and i ts  C e n t r a l  American a l l i e s  would promptly  r e c o g n i z e  

a s  t h  l e g i t i m a t e  Government o f  Nicaragua.  

23. The o f f e n s i v e  was launched a t  t h e  end of 1983, a f t e r  

t h e  Congress  had a p p r o p r i a t e d  -- open ly  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time -- 
$24,000,000 t o  t h e  C.I .A.  f o r  m i l i t a r y  and p a r a m i l i t a r y  

a c t i v i t i e s  i n  and a g a i n s t  Nicaragua.  While o u r  f o r c e s  i n f l i c t e d  

g r e a t e r  c a s u a l t i e s  on t h e  government ' s  t r o o p s  and on c i v i l i a n s ,  

and d e s t r o y e d  more p r o p e r t y  t h a n  i n  p r e v i o u s  a t t a c k s ,  we 

n e v e r t h e l e s s  f a i l e d  t o  t a k e  o r  hold  any Nicaraguan t e r r i t o r y  and 

t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  our  t r o o p s  were f o r c e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  b a s e s  

i n  Honduras. 

24. On January  5, 1984,  a t  2:00 a.m., t h e  C. I .A .  d e p u t y  

s t a t i o n  c h i e f  of  Teguc iga lpa ,  t h e  agen t  I knew as "George," woke 

me up a t  my house i n  T e g u c i g a l p a  and handed me a p r e s s  r e l e a s e  i n  

e x c e l l e n t  Spanish .  I was s u r p r i s e d  t o  read  t h a t  w e  -- t h e  F.D.N. 

-- were  t a k i n g  c r e d i t  f o r  hav ing  mined s e v e r a l  t ? i c a r i . ~ u a n  

h a r b o r s .  "George" t o l d  me t o  r u s h  t o  o u r  c l a n d e s t i n e  r a d i o  

s t a t i o n  and r ead  t h i s  announcement b e f o r e  t h e  S a n d i n i s t a s  b r o k e  



t h e  news. The t r u t h  is t h a t  we p layed  no r o l e  i n  t h e  mining of 

t h e  ha rbo r s .  But we d i d  as i h s t r u c t e d  and b r o a d c a s t  t h e  

communique abou t  t h e  .mining o f  t h e  h a r b o r s .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  two months l a t e r ,  a f te r  a  S o v i e t  s h i p  s t r u c k  one of 

t h e  mines,  t h e  same agent  i n s t r u c t e d  ns t o  deny t h a t  one of "ourg  

mines had damaged t h e  s h i p  t o  avo id  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n c i d e n t .  

25. I n  May 1984 t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  Congress  vo ted  no t  t o  

p r o v i d e  more a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  C. I ;A.  f o r  m i l i t a r y  and 

p a r a m i l i t a r y  a c t i v j t i e s  a g a i n s t  Nicaragua.  Many o f  u s  became 

wor r i ed  a b o u t  r e c e i v i n g  con t inued  s u p p o r t  from t h e  Dnited S t a t e s  

Government and we exp res sed  t h e s e  concerns  t o  our  C.I.A. 

c o l l e a g u e s  i n  Tegucigalpa.  We were r e p e a t e d l y  a s s u r e d  by t h e  

s t a t i o n  c h i e f  and h i s  d e p u t i e s ,  i n  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  p o s s i b l e  t e rms ,  

t h a t  we would n o t  b e  abandoned and t h a t  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  

Government would f i n d  a way t o  c o n t i n u e  its suppor t .  A t  around 

t h i s  time we were v i s i t e d  by Ronald P. Lehman 11, a S p e c i a l  

A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Dnited S t a t e s  who was s e r v i n g  

t h e n  on t h e  Nat iona l  S e c u r i t y  Counci l .  Mr. Lehman a s s u r e d  us  

t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  Reagan remained comni t ted  t o  removing t h e  

S a n d i n i s t a s  from power. he  t o l d  us  t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  Reagan was 

unable  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t o  p u b l i c l y  e x p r e s s  t h e  f u i l  e x t e n t  of h i s  

commitment t o  u s  because  of t h e  upcoming p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n s  

i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  B u t ,  M r .  Lehman t o l d  u s ,  a s  soon as t h e  

e l e c t i o n s  were over ,  P r e s i d e n t  Reagan would p u b l i c l y  e n d o r s e  o u r  

e f f o r t  t o  remove t h e  S a n d i n i s t a s  from power and s e e  t o  i t  t h a t  we 

r e c e i v e d  a l l  t h e  s u p p o r t  t h a t  was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h a t  pu rpose .  We 

r e c e i v e d  a s i m i l a r  a s s u r a n c e  of con t inued  Uni ted S t a t e s  

Government s u p p o r t ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  r e f u s a l  o f  t h e  Conqress  



t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  more funds ,  f rom Lt .  Col. O l i v e r  North, a n o t h e r  

o f f i c i a l  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  Counci l .  

26. I t  was s t i l l  impor t an t  t o  t h e s e  o f f i c i a l s ,  and t o  t h e  

C.I.A., t o  o b t a i n  a d d i t i o n a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  o f  funds  f rom t h e  

Congress, and t h e y  had n o t  abandoned hope t h a t  t h e  Congress  cou ld  

b e  pe r suaded  t o  resume f u n d i n g  o u r  a c t i v i t i e s .  O u r  C.I.A. 

c o l l e a g u e s  e n l i s t e d  us  i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  "lobby" t h e  Congress  t o  

resume t h e s e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  I a t t e n d e d  meet ings  a t  which C.I.A. 

o f f i c i a l s  t o l d  u s " t h a t  we cou ld  change t h e  v o t e s  of many members 

: o f  t h e  Congres s  if we knew how t o  "sell" o u r  c a s e  and p l a c e  them 

. i n  a p o s i t i o n  o f  " look ing  s o f t  on Communism." They t o l d  u s  

e x a c t l y  what  t o  s a y  and which members o f  t h e  Congress t o  s a y  i t  

t o .  They a l s o  i n s t r u c t e d  u s  t o  c o n t a c t  c e r t a i n  prominent  

i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  home d i s t r i c t s  o f  v a r i o u s  members o f  Congress  

a s  a means of b r i n g  p r e s s u r e  on t h e s e  members t o  ct,ange t h e i r  

v o t e s .  A t  v a r i o u s  times Ca le ro ,  C a l l e j a s ,  Zeledon, S a l a z a r ,  

Rodriguez and  I p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e s e  " lobbying" a c t i v i t i e s .  

27. A major p a r t  of my job  a s  communications o f f i c e r  was t o  

work t o  improve t h e  image of  t h e  F.D.N. f o r c e s .  T h i s  was . 
c h a l l e n g i n g ,  because  it was s t a n d a r d  F.D.N. p r a c t i c e  t o  k i l l  

p r i s o n e r s  and  s u s p e c t e d  S a n d i n i s t a  c o l l a b o r a t o r s .  I n  t a l k i n g  

w i t h  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  F.D.N. camps a long  t h e  Hor~duran b o r d e r ,  I 

f r e q u e n t l y  h e a r d  o f f h a n d  remards  l i k e ,  "Oh, I c u t  h i s  t h r o a t . "  

The C.I.A. d i d  n o t  d i s c o u r a g e  such  t a c t i c s .  To t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  

Agency s e - e r e l y  c r i t i c i z e d  me when I admi t t ed  t o  t h e  p r e s s  t h a t  

t h e  F.D.N. had r e g u l a r l y  kidnapped and executed a g r a r i a n  reform 

workers and c i v i l i a n s .  We were t o l d  t h a t  t h e  on ly  way t o  d e f e a t  



t h e  S a n d i n i s t a s  was t o  u s e  t h e  t a c t i c s  t h e  Agency a t t r i b u t e d  t o  

" C o m u n i s t "  i n s u r g e n c i e s  e lsewhere:  k i l l ,  k idnap,  rob and 

t o r t u r e .  

28. These  t a c t i c s  were r e f l e c t e d  i n  an o p e r a t i o n s  manual 

p repa red  fo r  o u r  f o r c e s  by a C.I.A. agen t  who used t h e  name "John 

Kirkpatrick:  I a s s i s t e d  " K i r k p a t r i c k '  i n  t r a n s l a t i n g  c e r t a i n  p a r t s  

o f  t h e  manual, and t h e  manusc r ip t  was typed by my s e c r e t a r y .  The 

manual was e n t i t l e d :  " P s y c h o l o g i c a l  Ope ra t ions  i n  G u e r r i l l a  

k'arfare..  I t  advoca ted  " e x p l i c i t  and i m p l i c i t  t e r r o r "  a g a i n s t  
. . 

t h e  c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  of government 

employees and sympa th i ze r s .  Be fo re  t h e  manual was d i s t r i b u t e d ,  I 

a t tempted  t o  e x c i s e  two p a s s a g e s  t h a t  I thought  were immoral and 

dangerous ,  a t  pages  70 and 71. One recommended h i r i n g  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  c r i m i n a l s .  The o t h e r  advoca ted  k i l l i n g  some of o u r  

own c o l l e a g u e s  t o  c r e a t e  m a r t y r s  f o r  t h e  cause .  I d i d  n o t  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  want t o  b e  "mar tyredm by t h e  C.I.A. SO I locked up  

a l l  t h e  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  manual and h i r e d  two you ths  t o  c u t  o u t  t h e  

o f f e n d i n g  p a g e s  and g l u e  i n  expurga ted  pages.  About 2,000 c o p i e s  

o f  t h e  manual, w i t h  on ly  t h o s e  two p a s s a g e s  changed, were t h e n  

d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  F.D.N. t r o o p s .  Upon r e f l e c t i o n ,  I found many o f  

t h e  t a c t i c s  advoca ted  i n  t h e  manual t o  be o f f e n s i v e ,  and I 

complained t o  t h e  C.I.A. s t a t i o n  c h e i f  i n  Tegucigalpa.  The 

s t a t i o n  c h i e f  defended  " K i r k p a t r i c k '  and t h e  manual, and no 

a c t i o n  was e v e r  t a k e n  i n  response  t o  my compla in t s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  

p r a c t i c e s  advoca ted  i n  t h e  manual were  employed by F.D.N. t r o o p s .  

Many c i v i l i a n s  were  k i l l e d  i n  co ld  b lood .  Kany o t h e r s  were 

t o r t u r e d ,  m u t i l a t e d ,  r aped ,  robbed o r  o t h e r w i s e  abused.  

29. As t i m e  went .on, I became more an& more t r o u b l e d  by t h e  



f r e q u e n t  r e p o r t s  I received. 'of  a t r o c i t i e s  committed by our  t r o o p s  

a g a i n s t  c i v i l i a n s  and a g a i n s t  S a n d i n i s t a  p r i s o n e r s .  Ca le ro  and 

Bermudez r e f u s e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  s u b j e c t  w i t h  me, s o  I went 

s t r a i g h t  t o  o u r  u n i t  commanders as t h e y  r e t u r n e d  f  ronl conhat  

m i s s i o n s  i n s i d e  Nicaragua and asked them abou t  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .  

,I was saddened by what I was t o l d .  The a t r o c i t i e s  I had heard 

,about  were  n o t  i s o l a t e d  inc ide ' n t s ,  bu t  r e f l e c t e d  a  c o n s i s t e n t  

' p a t t e r n  o f  b e h a v i o r  by o u r  t r o o p s .  There were u n i t  commanders 

who open ly  bragged about  t h e i r  murders, m u t i l a t i o n s ,  e t c .  

p'hen I q u e s t i o n e d  them a b o u t  t h e  p r o p r i e t y  o r  wisdom o f  doing 
! 

/ t h o s e  t h i n g s  t h e y  t o l d  n e  it was t h e  o n l y  way t o  win t h i s  war, 

I t h a t  t h e  best way t o  win t h e  l o y a l t y  of t h e  c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  

was t o  i n t i m i d a t e  it and make i t  f e a r f u l  o f  u s .  I complained t o  
! 
Cale ro  and Bermudez, and t o  t h e  C.I.A. s t a t i o n  c h i e f  about  t h e s e  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  b u t  no th ing  was done t o  s t o p  them. I n  J u n e  1984, 

C l a r r i d g e  v i s i t e d  u s  aga in .  Although he was we l l  aware  o f  t h e  

t e r r o r i s t  t a c t i c s  t h e  F.D.N. t r o o p s  were employing, he  spoke 

warmly t o  Bermudez: "Well done, Co lone l , "  I remember him 

s a y i n g ,  "Keep it up. Your boys a r e  do ing  f i n e . '  I t  was t h e  l a s t  

t i m e  I saw him. S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  I acknowledged t o  a 

newspaper r e p o r t e r  t h a t  o u r  t r o o p s  had k i l l e d  some c i v i l i a n s  and 

execu ted  some p r i s o n e r s ,  though  I t r i e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  

a s  b e s t  I could .  C a l e r o  t o l d  me I could  no longe r  work i n  

Honduras and I was r e a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  l o c a l  F.D.N. commit tee  i n  

Miami. I was.-was-given n o t h i n g  t o  bo and I no l o n g e r  had 

much i n t e r e s t  i n  working f o r  t h e  F.D.N., o r  t o  be  more a c c u ~ t e t  

f o r  t h e  C . I . A .  



30. When I ag reed  t o  j o i n  t h e  P.D.N. i n  1981, I had hoped 

. t h a t  it would b e  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  .of Nicaraguans,  c o n t r o l l e d  by 

Nicaraguans ,  and d e d i c a t e d  t o  o u r  own o b j e c t i v e s  which we 

o u r s e l v e s  would de te rmine .  1 j o i n e d  on t h e  unders tanding  t h a t  

t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  Government would supp ly  us  t h e  means n e c e s s a r y  

t o  d e f e a t  t h e  S a n d i n i s t a s  and r e p l a c e  them a s  a government, b u t  I 

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  we would b e  o u r  own mas te rs .  I t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be 

mistaken.  The P.D.N. t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be an in s t rumen t  of  t h e  

Uni ted S t a t e s  Government and,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  of  t h e  C.I.A. I t  was 

c r e a t e d  by t h e  C.I.A.,' it was s u p p l i e d ,  equipped,  armed and 

t r a i n e d  by t h e  C . I . A .  and i ts a c t i v i t i e s  -- bo th  p o l i t i c a l  and 

m i l i t a r y  -- were  d i r e c t e d  and c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  C . I . A .  Those 

Nicaraguans  who were  chosen (by  t h e  C.I.A.) f o r  l e a d e r s h i p  

p o s i t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  -- namely, C a l e r o  and Bermudez 

-- were  t h o s e  who b e s t  demons t r a t ed  t h e i r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  

u n q u e s t i o n i n g l y  f o l l o w  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  t h e  C.I.A. They, l i k e  

t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i t s e l f ,  became no th ing  more than  e x e c u t i o n e r s  o f  

t h e  C . I . A . ' s  o r d e r s .  The o r g a n i z a t i o n  became s o  tho rough ly  

dependent  on t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  Government and i t s  con t inued  

s u p p o r t  t h a t ,  i f  t h a t  s u p p o r t  were  t e r n i n a t e d ,  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

would n o t  o n l y  be i n c a p a b l e  o f  conduc t ing  any m i l i t a r y  o r  

p a r a m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  a g a i n s t  Nicaragua,  b u t  i t  would 

immec?iately b e g i n  t o  d i s i n t e g r a t e .  It could  n o t  e x i s t  w i t h o u t  

t h e  s u p p o r t  and d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  United S t a t e s  Government. 

31. I became more and more d i s t a n c e d  from t h e  F.D.N. i n  t h e  

second h a l f  o f  1984. I had,  f o r  a l l  i n t e n t s  and p u r p o s e s ,  ceased  

t o  be  a p a r t  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  on November 2 0 ,  1984, 

I r e c e i v e d  a l e t t e r  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  d i r e c t o r a t e  had 



dec ided  t o  r e l i e v e  me o f  my d u t i e s .  I made no p r o t e s t .  

32. My o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  ~ i c a r a ~ u a n  Government c o n t i n u e s .  

I oppose its p o l i c i e s  and programs and I would l i k e  t o  s e e  it 

removed o r  r e p l a c e d .  T h i s  s h o u l d  b e  accomplished,  however, b y  

t h e  Nicaraguan p e o p l e  t hemse lves ,  and n o t  by t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  

Government o r  by i ts i n s t r u m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  F.D.N., which 

fo l low i t s  d i c t a t e s  and s e r v e  i ts i n t e r e s t s  i n s t e a d  of t h o s e  of 

t h e  Nicaraguan people .  Ky p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Cour t  o f  J u s t i c e  is n o t  an  e x p r e s s i o n  of s u p p o r t  o r  

s y ~ p a t h y  f o r  the p r e s e n t  Nicaraguan  Government o r  i t s  c a s e  

a g a i n s t  t h e  u n i t e d  S t a t e s .  I t  is a r e s u l t  of  my commitment t o  

t e l l  t h e  t r u t h ,  t o  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s ,  about  my p e r s o n a l  

expe r i ences  i n  t h e  F.D.N. S i n c e  I l e f t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a t  t h e  

end o f  1984, I have  spoken p u b l i c l y  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  abou t  my 

expe r i ences  and I have made myse l f  a v a i l a b l e  t o  j o u r n a l i s t s  

whenever t h e y  have  r e q u e s t e d  i n t e r v i e w s .  When Nica ragua ' s  

a t t o r n e y s  approached  me and a sked  i f  I would p r e s e n t  t e s t i m o n y  

about my e x p e r i e n c e s  t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Court  o f  J u s t i c e ,  I 

decided t o  d o  s o .  T h i s  d e c i s i o n  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  my p r a c t i c e  

of speak ing  o p e n l y  and h o n e s t l y ' a b o u t  my e x p e r i e n c e s  b e f o r e  any 

i n t e r e s t e d  body o r  forum. Whatever t h e  b e s t  s o l u t i o n  f o r  t h e  

Nicaraguan p e o p l e  may be ,  I am convinced  t h a t  i t  can  o n l y  come 



about on t h e  basis of t ru th ,  and t h a t  t h o s e  of US with r e l e v a n t  

personal  exper i ence  a r e  under a moral o b l i g a t i o n  t o  make t h e  

t r u t h  known. 

Subscribed and sworn to  be fore  me t h i s  5 t h  day o f  September 


